
What is a 
Naturalistic 
Argument?

Dans le cadre du séminaire consacré à Sofia Miguens,  
philosophe, professeur à l’université de Porto (Portugal),  

invitée au CURAPP-ESS du 5 mars au 4 avril

Journée organisée par Bruno Ambroise et Layla Raïd
Contact : Nathalie Deveze - nathalie.deveze@u-picardie.fr

- Journée d’étude -

Jeudi 16 mars 2017 
de 10h00 à 16h00

Pôle Universitaire Cathédrale 
10, placette Lafleur - Salle 110
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What is a Naturalistic Argument? 
What is a naturalistic argument? The question of naturalism divides the whole 
spectrum of contemporary philosophy, from the philosophy of language, mind 
and action, to moral and political philosophy. The aim of this workshop is to 
explore naturalism, in different fields of philosophy, from the point of view of 
the type of arguments used to defend a naturalistic position: is there a type of 
argument that can be described as (intrinsically) naturalistic? If so, as opposed 
to which other types? What kinds of historical differences can be drawn among 
different types of naturalistic arguments? Do these arguments differ according 
to the fields/problems of philosophy in/for which they are defended, and in what 
ways?

The present workshop will explore these issues in the following fields: the 
philosophy of mind and the philosophy of language, the history of analytical 
philosophy, the philosophy of gender, the philosophy of social sciences.



 10h00 Bruno Ambroise & Layla Raïd 
  Introduction to the Conference.

 10h15 Sofia Miguens (U. Porto, Invited Professor at the CURAPP-ESS) 
  Ethics as touchstone for the question of naturalism.

 11h15 Christophe Al-Saleh (UPJV, CURAPP-ESS) 
  What is a rule? The relevance of the naive account. 

 12h15 Jeanne–Marie Roux (USL-Bruxelles) 
  Is there room for a purely methodogical version of  
  naturalism?

 13h00 Break

 14h00 Valérie Aucouturier (USL-Bruxelles) 
  Aristotelian Necessities.

 14h45 Layla Raïd (UPJV, CURAPP-ESS) 
  Naturalistic Arguments versus Constructivist Arguments in  
  Gender Studies: Carol Gilligan and Sarah Hrdy's  
  Naturalisms.

 15h30 Miranda Boldrini (UPJV/La Sapienza) 
  Which Naturalism for the Ethics of Care? Some Critical  
  Remarks.

 16h15 Final discussion - Mariella Palmieri, Bruno Ambroise  
  (CURAPP-ESS)
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